
CHEESE + CRACKERS, GIN + TONIC, AND NOW…ART + VISION
Spex (formerly Eyeland of St. Johns) presents ART+VISION with the culinary art of Julia Alsirt

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – August 8, 2008 - Geneva, IL - Spex (formerly called Eyeland of St. Johns),
Geneva’s destination for luxury eyewear and sunwear, holds ART+VISION, an event with gourmet foodie Julia
Alsirt from Nuts About Nuts. The reception takes place on Wednesday, September 24 from 5-8 pm, at 507 S.
Third St., Geneva, IL 60134; 630-397-5900; spexchicago.com. Julia’s displays of gourmet gift baskets will be
available to view and purchase at Spex through October 29, 2008. A selection of drinks and gourmet products
courtesy of Julia will be served.  She will also hold a Gourmet Gift Basket Design Demonstration during the
event, and the completed basket will be raffled off to one lucky winner.

This event marks the complete re-branding of Eyeland of St. Johns to Spex.  The summer-long transition -
primarily a name change - culminates in ART+VISION with Julia Alsirt.  The event is sponsored by Chicago
Magazine and Lafont eyewear.

Through ART+VISION, Spex seeks to provide local talent a diverse and receptive audience within the context of
a unique retail environment. Spex has always believed in the importance of encouraging the talent that drives all
creative endeavors.  These well-attended shows are largely due to local creatives who are given a platform for
exposure and community connection. Store manager Bridget Coleman says, “Art isn’t just about the usual
suspects – painting, photography, etc.  I believe that you can do anything creatively, and anything that involves
gourmet food is art in my book!  Julia’s creative gift basket presentations and premium cooking items are quite a
find, and for the moment at least, our best well-kept secret.  We can’t wait to sample some tasty concoctions
during this event!”

At Nuts About Nuts (located in historic downtown Geneva), premium nuts, nut products, dried fruit, and
chocolates are their main specialty. They also offer an extensive line of health foods, gourmet foods and
ingredients, giftware and gift baskets.  From agave nectar to dark chocolates that pair with Zinfandel, find new
favorites like gluten-free foods, Wind & Willow cheese ball mixes, Gourmet du Village dip mixes, Lake
Champlain chocolates, Great San Saba River Pecan Preserves, margarita jelly and pomegranate port salad
dressing.  For more information about Julia Alsirt and her thriving gourmet business, visit
nutsaboutnutsonline.com.

Spex offers artfully crafted eyewear and sun wear to a stylish and discerning public with an eye for beauty and
function. Their services range from contact lens fittings and eye exams to eyewear styling and repairs. Product
lines are frequently updated, while attentive and knowledgeable customer service rounds out the experience for
the savvy shopper.  Dr. Emily Pott, specializing in primary eye care, is the in-house optometrist and encourages
all customers to come in for a comprehensive eye exam. Most major medical and routine vision insurances are
accepted.

Media Contact: Marilyn Frank, Tel: 847-905-1410, x 26; Email: marilyn.frank@spexchicago.com

#   #   #


